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These two wonderful books complement each other perfectly, Gordon’s focusing primarily on the inner musician and Beeching’s addressing the outer world.  They will become required reading for all of my students and I enthusiastically recommend them to everyone else.
Defining many activities of everyday life as performance situations (ie. dating, test taking, preparing a Thanksgiving dinner) means that most of the information in Gordon’s book would be equally valuable to non-musicians. Among the many important aspects of performing that he covers are physical support, psychological elements, goal conceptualization, ensuring quality, practicing and preparation, memorization, anxiety and stage fright, evaluation after performance, and performance and spirituality. And he doesn’t just discuss these topics, interesting and constructive as his discussion is, he also provides practical and effective suggestions and exercises to improve and develop oneself in all of these areas. Gordon concludes with a two-page selected bibliography of related books that all seem worth exploring. 
The author is a distinguished performer and teacher—Professor of Keyboard Studies at the Thornton School of Music at USC— and the stature of the artists who provided the pre-publication accolades attests to the quality of his book: among them are Earl Wild, Marni Nixon and George Shirley.  Pianist Norman Krieger sums it up well: “Gordon brilliantly addresses all of the challenges we face before, during and after a concert performance.”
Angela Myles Beeching is Director of the Career Services Center at the New England Conservatory, a position that validates Oxford’s descriptive blurb, “The most comprehensive music career guide available,” and it is a description with which I agree. Her chapters cover these subjects: planning your career, making personal connections, creating promotional materials, CDs and demos, using the internet, booking performances professionally, using the media, residency activities, stage presence, financial and time management, fundraising, and types of careers in or related to music.


Each chapter is chock-full of information, printed examples, personal stories (short, practical, useful ones—not space fillers) and references for further reading. An appendix provides 13 pages of additional references and sources organized into helpful categories.

This is a book that not only musicians should read (and keep handy for reference), but managers, concert presenters, music school administrators—pretty much anyone professionally connected to music.  Stage director and performance coach Janet Bookspan says it perfectly in her pre-publication quote: “An excellent manual for musicians at all levels. Full of practical advice and important information, simply presented, easily understood and ready to use.”
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